THE MILITARY SITUATION IN TONKIN

25X1X7 e 1atest estimate by [ © +*c ¢ ~or e

on Dien Bien Phu will occur by 5 April. The Viet Minh is expected to
take advantage of the dark of the moon, and the period of greatest
darkness will begin on 2 April.

viet Minh forces there apparently have completed'most of their
preparations for an attack. Trenches have approached to within 50
yards of some French positions and now form a msze completely around
the central complex. Strongpoint Isabelle to the south is irtga}%;ﬂ
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surrounded by this trench systemn.

- = ST 7506 @
Approved For R 000/08729 : CIA- RDP'I§F\7608’.—70;‘!&050030()0=Iﬂ€)9§§p é—«

s
‘S-MU 1t ' ) uﬁn;{z::z:_&éa EVIEWER,  B72044 )




= C Approved For Release 200070¢ CIA-RDP79R00890A000300010005-8
Our army attachké in Hanci reporis. that recent photos show RRELE

vressent entrenchments on & Iar greater scale and much closer. than

S

those around CGabrielle and Beatrice prior to the enemy's successful

?5X1Cattacks there. a significant shift to

¢lose~in artillery and mortar positions.

Although every indication points to an_imminent'attack, General i
Kavarre has suggested the possibility that the enemy may choose |
instead a prolonged "smothering action.” In this case, continued
artillery and mortar harassment of the French'positions could be ;,-f

expected, together with intensified efforts to prevent French use of

the airstrip and disrupt supply and the evacuation of the wounded.
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Weanwhile,
traaps - praaumably recent recruﬁts which had been unéergaing
training -- are moving from the southwest and north of ‘the Tonkin

deita to reinforce at Dien Bien Phu. Their arrival there would
raise enemy'strgngtb to about 47,500. The largest group, 10,000
men who supposedly started from Thanh Hoa, may make slow progress

because of heavy rains.

Approved For Release 2000/08/29, . £|A-RRP79R00890A000300010005-8
oLLnLl ™




Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RD
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Phy area. The most recenﬁ French estimate of the enemy's over-all
supply situation was that of 13 March, when it was believed that
gsufficient supplies gere'present'to Supporf'SO,OOO men for two months.
Siﬁce then, the Viet ginh reporiedly has replaced the 4,000 rounds of
105mm artillery ammun;tion expended through 23 Hargﬁ,»anﬁrthe French
have information that the enemy has requested wmedical suppligg for
the’mcﬁth of May.

Thé problem of evacuating French casualties grows wore serious
daily; The daily rate of wounded is about 70. Some of the casualties
are ambulatory and can pe treated locally, but the raté éf'seriously
wsunde%‘still exceeds evacuation capabilities,'aud at last repbrt
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there were 90 cases requiring ua§= uation.,
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25X1C_h15 radio appeals to the Viet Minh for
safe passage for ambulance planes will be honored. _ 25X1C

the enemy hopes thus to make him yield for humanitarian reasons, bui

be states that even 3,000 casualties would not make him do 8o,

4 French Union force of about 5,000 troops is now engaged in a

- ¢learing mission in the valleys north of LuangvPvabang. &Ithough th&ii

~primary mission 18 against Viet Minh guerrilla forces in this arsa, it

is p@ﬂSible that some lipk-up could eventually be made with the
defenders at Dien Bien Pbu.
Our service attachés in Saigon stated on 26 March their combined S om

opinion as of that date was that the French can and will hold at Dien
Biean PhApproved For Release ZOOOIOWP79R00890A000300010005-8
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' ‘and defensively the French were in 2 good position, apd that their

mirgiaicfsﬁupar_ioiity vﬁan_ vtha attack came would be iﬁ aif”éﬁgz_mxt.
They po'i’xite'db out, hoﬁ@ver, that ‘goi)d flying_’wéatber remsined an |
:i.mgxbrtant factor. R | o S
-25X1X7- In the Tonkin delziu, _
111‘ ma jor Viet Minh units formerly outside ‘the defense perimeter have
now infiltrated. This would bring Viet Minh regular strength there to

about 20,000, ‘ihere_as several weeks ago it was in the neighborhood

of 13,000. In addition, an estimated 55,000 irregular troops are there,

whose quality and capabilities often approach those of the regulars.
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. - The rail and high A 'i’*:lons between Haiphong and Hanol R
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have been & lajgr target in recent W%ﬁkb and the flow of supplies has wﬁé

ween seriously disrupted. tnc [ - 2wt 25% X7

believes that a major attempt on these facilities will coincide with

An assault on Dien Bien Phu. Ambuéhes of French Union trocps are a
dally routiﬁe, énd'fhese,with other guerrilla and sabotage tactics
are expected to increase,
In central Laos, the Frénch operation to clear and reoccupy areas
| reecently overran by the Viet Minh has resulted in little contact thus

resecupying the coastal strip which has been 1n Viet Minh hands since

1545, is continuing with steady but unspectacular success., Eilsawhere
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